
FOR MORE THAN TWO DECADES, THE P2P FOUNDATION HAS BEEN RESEARCHING,
CATALOGUING AND ADVOCATING FOR THE POTENTIAL OF P2P AND COMMONS-BASED

APPROACHES TO SOCIETAL AND CONSCIOUSNESS CHANGE.



Introduction to P2P and Commons Dynamics



The foundational text that preceded the
creation of the P2P Foundation: what is

peer production and what will its impact be.

Political Economy of Peer Production

Download PDF Here

Bauwens, M. (2005). The Political Economy of Peer
Production. CTheory.
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237720052_The_Political_Economy_of_Peer_Production
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Political_Economy_of_Peer_Production


An overview of the new ways of digitally
enhanced human collaboration and how it

creates new economic forms

Synthetic Overview of the Collaborative
Economy

Bauwens, M.et al. (2012). Synthetic Overview of
the Collaborative Economy. P2P Foundation &

Orange Labs. 
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Download PDF Here

https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Synthetic_Overview_of_the_Collaborative_Economy
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Synthetic_Overview_of_the_Collaborative_Economy
https://p2pfoundation.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Synthetic-overview-of-the-collaborative-economy.pdf


Commons Transition Primer

An easy explanation of the foundational principles
of peer to peer and the commons and how they

affect our world.

Bauwens, M.et al. (2017). Commons Transition and
P2P: A Primer. Transnational Institute (TNI) and P2P

Foundation.
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Download PDF Here

https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Commons_Transition_and_P2P_Primer
https://www.tni.org/files/publication-downloads/commons_transition_and_p2p_primer_v9.pdf


Our Books



Network Theory Book

How will P2P infrastructures change our
society and economy? This book outlines four

potential scenarios.

Kostakis, V. and  Bauwens, M., (2014). Network
Society and Future Scenarios for a Collaborative

Economy. Palgrave Macmillan.
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Network_Society_and_Future_Scenarios_for_a_Collaborative_Economy
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/images/Network_Society_%26_Future_Scenarios_for_a_Collaborative_Economy.pdf


The Commons Manifesto

The second book of the P2P Foundation outlines a
positive program for the transition of our human
civilization to a commons-centric, ‘cosmo-local’

format.

Bauwens, M et al. 2019. Peer to Peer: The
Commons Manifesto. London: University of

Westminster Press.
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Peer_to_Peer:_The_Commons_Manifesto_(Book)
https://www.uwestminsterpress.co.uk/site/books/m/10.16997/book33/


Proposal for Commons Based Policy Transitions



A report to the Ecuadorian government on how
to transition to a Free, Libre, Open Knowledge

Economy

FLOK Report
A Commons Transition Plan for the State of Ecuador

Bauwens, M et al. (2014). The FLOK Report: A
Commons Transition Plan for the State of

Ecuador. P2P Foundation
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/File:FLOK_Report.pdf
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/images/FLOK_Report.pdf


Commons Transition 
Policy Proposal for the City of Ghent  

How can a city transition through the
empowerment of commons-centric citizen

initiatives, assisted by the public authorities of a
city.

Bauwens, M., & Onzia, Y. (2017). Commons
Transition Plan for the City of Ghent. P2P

Foundation.
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Commons_Transition_Plan_for_the_City_of_Ghent
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Commons_Transition_Plan_for_the_City_of_Ghent
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Commons_Transition_Plan_for_the_City_of_Ghent
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Commons_Transition_Plan_for_the_City_of_Ghent
https://stad.gent/sites/default/files/article/documents/Commons%20Transitie%20Plan%20Gent.pdf


This is a rewrite, and expansion, for a broader
public, of the findings of our project in Ghent,

extended to other cities who also developed similar
public-commons partnerships.

Urban Commons transition
Bauwens, M., & Niaros, V. (2017). Urban Commons
Transitions. P2P Foundation in cooperation with

Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung. 
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Changing_Societies_through_Urban_Commons_Transitions
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/images/Urban_Commons_Transitions.pdf


This is a highly expanded and in-depth review of
commons-friendly city policy-making, commissioned

by the city of Seoul.

Mutualizing Urban Provisioning Systems 
Bauwens, M. Kranjc, R & Ramos, J. (2022).

Commons Economies in Action. Chapter 16: Sacred
Civics, Building Seven Generation Cities. Earthscan. 
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Mutualizing_Urban_Provisioning_Systems
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Mutualizing_Urban_Provisioning_Systems


The shift towards a Contribution-Based Commons
Economy



The key theme of this report and reflection is
that human societies and economies are
moving from a commodity-based value

system, to a contributory value system, which
also accounts for, and rewards, non-

commodity based contributions to human and
non-human welfare.

Value in the Commons Economy 
Bauwens, M., & Niaros, V. (2017). Value in the

Commons Economy. P2P Foundation, co-published
with Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung.
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Value_in_the_Commons_Economy
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Value_in_the_Commons_Economy
https://www.boell.de/en/2017/02/01/value-commons-economy-developments-open-and-contributory-value-accounting


How shared perma-circular supply chains, post-
blockchain distributed ledgers, protocol

cooperatives, and three new forms of post-
capitalist accounting, could very well save the

planet.

P2P Accounting for Planetary Survival

Bauwens, M. & Pazaitis A. (2019). P2P Accounting
for Planetary Survival: Towards a P2P

Infrastructure for a Socially Just Circular Society.
Foreword by Kate Raworth. P2P Foundation.
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/P2P_Accounting_for_Planetary_Survival
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/images/AccountingForPlanetarySurvival_def.pdf


Introduction to Commons Economics

This report explains that we need to abandon the
premises of neoclassical and neoliberal economics,
based exclusively on scarcity and commodities, and
refound an economics which takes into account the

value contributions of the commons.

Bauwens, M. Kranjc, R & Ramos, J. (2022).
Introduction to Commons Economics. P2P

Foundation.
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https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/Introduction_to_Commons_Economics
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/images/Introduction_to_Commons_Economics_-_P2P_Foundation.pdf


Cosmo-Localization: Producing for Human Needs
while Respecting the Planet and Life



Any economy for the production of the natural and
social needs of human beings, can only be rooted in a

‘thermodynamic’ perspective, i.e. it must operate within
the context of the limited resources available on planet,

and take into account the needs of non-human living
beings.

Thermodynamic Perspective

Piques, C. & Rizos, X. (2017). Peer to Peer and the
Commons: a path towards transition. A matter, energy and

thermodynamic perspective. P2P Foundation.

P2
P 

W
iki 

Link Here

Download PDF Here

https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/File:Report-P2P-Thermodynamics.pdf
https://wiki.p2pfoundation.net/images/Report-P2P-Thermodynamics.pdf


The new principle of production which combines
localized and mutualized production for human need,

with cooperation at the global scale through knowledge
commons. This report includes 40 case studies and the

key theoretical considerations.

Cosmo-Local Reader

Bauwens, M. et al. (2021). Cosmo-Local Reader. P2P
Foundation / Futures Lab.  
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